
WEST	LOS	ANGELES	VA	EMERGENCY	DEPARTMENT:	
COVID-19	PUI	FLOW	

CURRENT	AS	OF	MARCH	15,	2020	

GLA ED COVID-19 Champions Contact (SEND TEXT TO ALL FOUR): 
Neil Patel (714) 486-5521 Manuel Celedon (619) 316-0640 
Jonie Hsiao (734) 972-4791 Lisa Zhao (626) 757-0927 
	

	
	 FAILED	SECONDARY	SCREEN:	

o Fever	OR	Symptoms	AND	contact	with	COVID-19	
positive	patient	in	last	14	days		
	
o Fever	AND	symptoms	AND	healthcare	worker	with	
pending	or	known	negative	respiratory	panel		
	
o Fever	AND	symptoms	AND	needs	admission	AND	
history	of	travel	from	affected	geographic	areas		OR	
radiographic	findings	compatible	with	a	viral	PNA1		

	
o Part	of	a	cluster	of	≥2	cases	of	an	acute	respiratory	
illness	within	a	72-hour	period	in	a	congregate	living	
setting2		

	
1	Affected	geographic	areas:	 	

China,	Iran,	Italy,	Japan,	&	South	Korea		
**	Check	CDC	website	for	latest	guidance**		
	
2	e.g.	nursing	homes,	shelters,	DOM/rehab		

FAILED secondary screen AND ill 
(i.e. cannot be dispositioned from tent)  

Provide surgical mask, bring back to 
ED negative pressure room, 

evaluate using PPE 
	

1. Call ID (UCLA Pager 89321) 
2. Call LADPH (if recommended by ID)  

a. M-F 8a-5p (213) 240-7941  
b. After hours (213) 974-1234 

3. Notify ED COVID-19 Champions (below) 

Order COVID-19 test 
with ID guidance 

	

Discharge patient 
with instructions for 
home quarantine 

	

Admit Patient to 
5SD (Conact and 

Droplet Iso at least)	

Assess need for 
admission 

	

No Alternative Diagnosis 
	

Order RP2, Consider labs, 
CXR, other diagnostics as 

indicated 

Alternative diagnosis3  found, Usual Care 
	

3 Does NOT	include	pneumonia,	ARDS,	lower	
respiratory	infections	as	these	can	be	seen	with	

COVID-19 

Collect 2 NP Swabs (separate tubes): 
§ 1 for Respiratory Panel 2 (Biofire) 

includes flu and benign coronavirus 
§ 1 for possible COVID-19 


